A  BRIEF  SKETCH  FROM 
INSIDE  OUR  HEARTS 


John  Henry  Kapp 
Louise  Bowles  Kapp 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 
AT  CHAPEL  HILL 


THE  COLLECTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINIAN  A 

PRESENTED  BY 

L.  B.  Pope 


CpB 
K17b 


ft  <b$je7  sketch: 


John  O-fenry  %app 
Louise  'Borates  %app 

1942-1992 


Co  3 


Ihe  Best  marriages  are  those  where  the  man  and  woman 
can  Coofi  into  the  eyes  of  the  other  and  there  see  the  image  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Hie  Best  marriages  are  those  where  the  husBand  readily 
experiences  the  incarnation  of  Qod's  love  in  his  wife,  and  the  wife 
likewise  readily  experiences  the  incarnation  of  Qod's  love  in  her 
husBand. 

'We  have  gathered  on  this  day  to  celebrate  the  goodness  of 
Qod's  love  that  has  Been  manifested  for  fifty  years  in  the  marriage 
of  John  tHenry  and  Louise  'Bowles  OQipp.  This  extraordinary 
'LeBenslauf,  or  'Ufe  journey',  that  Louise  has  prepared  is  a  Brilliant 
testimony  to  the  marvelous  and  mysterious  way  Qod  Binds  two 
Human  hearts  together  with  a  love  that  Bears  all  things,  Believes  all 
things,  hopes  all  things  and  endures  all  things.  May  their  great 
story  inspire  each  of  us  to  look^  duply  into  the  eyes  of  the  special 
people  in  our  lives.  May  we  see  in  the  people  we  love  the  image 
of  Christ.  And  may  we  likewise  honor  our  Lord  as  we  honor  the 
ones  with  whom  he  has  called  us  into  relationship. 

John  and  Louise,  I  give  you  a  joyful  'Congratulations!'  on 
this  great  occasion.  May  Qod  continue  to  Bless  you  and  many 
others  as  you  continue  to  manifest  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  your 
marriage  and  on  your  journey  of  faith. 


John  David'Rjghts,  (Pastor 
Vtetfamia  Moravian  (Juwch 
June  28,  1992 


John  and  I,  also  Mary  Lou  and  Wade,  are  humbly  grateful  for 
your  presence  today  as  we  celebrate  this  special  occasion  and  we  are 
most  appreciative  of  your  love  and  support  through  the  years  that  has 
helped  us  to  come  to  this  day.  John  and  I  have  been  asked  to  share 
some  experiences  of  the  past  fifty  years. 

L       Getting  to  Know  Each  Other 

Our  acquaintance  began  when  the  churches  of  this  area  - 
Beck's,  Bethania,  New  Hope  and  Pfafftown  Church  of  Christ  -  were 
sponsors  of  a  youth  revival  in  the  summer  of  1935.  We  represented  our 
respective  churches  on  the  committee  and  felt  the  services  brought  forth 
a  uniting  force  of  strength  among  the  youth.  School  opening  dates 
arrived  soon  thereafter.  The  distance  separating  our  colleges  and  the 
demands  of  summer  jobs  limited  the  time  we  were  together  for  several 
years,  but  we  corresponded  occasionally.  Both  of  us  were  concentrating 
upon  studies  and  obtaining  degrees.  Too,  Moravian  College  and 
Theological  Seminary  advised  ministerial  candidates  not  to  marry  until 
graduation.  (The  war  years  changed  that  rule.)  Bishop  and  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Pfohl  commended  us  many  times  for  respecting  the  rule  and  accepting 
the  work  of  each  congregation  as  a  team.  By  the  time  both  graduated, 
discussions  of  the  future  were  becoming  more  serious. 

n.       Graduation  Brings  Choices 

A  big  disappointment  to  John  and  his  family  was  that  of  my 
not  being  present  for  his  graduation  in  1941,  at  which  time  he  received 
the  Hebrew  and  John  David  Bishop  awards.  I  was  teaching  in  the 
Winston-Salem  city  schools.  Snow  days  had  extended  school  closing 
well  into  June.  Those  were  the  days  when  illness  or  death  were  the 
only  reasonable  excuses  for  teacher  absences.  By  declaring  illness,  I 
felt  I  would  be  betraying  the  trust  the  faculty  at  Woman's  College  had 
placed  in  me.  I  had  excelled  in  all  courses  in  the  Education 
Department,  particularly  in  student  teaching  my  senior  year,  private 
tutoring  the  second  semester  and  was  named  the  recipient  of  a  graduate 
scholarship  to  Boston  University,  also  a  Julius  Rosenthal  Scholarship. 
Feeling  I  could  not  ask  my  parents  for  additional  financial  help,  I  was 
employed  before  graduation  to  become  classroom  demonstrator  for  the 


sixth  grade  teachers  at  Cannon  School  in  Kannapolis,  transferring  the 
following  year  to  Winston-Salem. 

HI.      Reaching  a  Decision 

By  the  time  of  John's  ordination  in  August,  1941,  at  Bethania, 
our  love  was  deepening,  but  the  thoughts  of  assuming  the  role  of 
minister's  wife  would  practically  cause  panic  attacks.  I  had  been  very 
active  as  Sunday  School  teacher,  youth  director,  choir  member,  and  in 
Bible  School  and  Women's  circles  in  the  Baptist  church,  but  I  felt  I  was 
not  sufficiently  informed  in  Moravian  history,  customs  and  practices  to 
be  a  minister's  wife.  Through  the  years  I  had  read  and  studied  many, 
many  books  on  the  Moravian  church.  Quite  perplexed  when  pressed  for 
an  answer,  I  made  an  appointment  with  my  pastor  with  full  assurance 
he  would  help  me  to  reach  a  decision.  In  his  Godly,  loving  manner  he 
said,  "Louise,  the  best  advice  I  can  give  you  is  found  in  I  John  4:18: 

'There  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear  He  that 

feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love.'  Go  ahead  when  you  no  longer 
have  fear  in  your  heart  about  the  task  you  are  undertaking.  You  will 
always  find  encouragement  in  the  words  from  Ps.  122:6:  'They  shall 
prosper  that  love  thee.'" 

John  put  the  engagement  ring  on  my  finger  on  my  birthday  and 
I  accepted  his  proposal.  We  began  making  plans  for  a  June  wedding, 
but  for  a  while,  thievery  and  rationing  threatened  to  change  those  plans. 
Good  Friday  evening  of  Passion  Week,  1942,  some  persons  broke  into 
the  garage  of  Mt.  Bethel  and  left  John's  new  car  on  wooden  blocks  as 
they  took  tires,  tubes  and  wheels.  Getting  tires  during  the  war  years 
was  difficult,  but  after  weeks  of  delay  coupons  were  issued  for  purchase 
and  a  permit  for  gasoline  for  a  short  wedding  trip. 

IV.      The  Wedding  Day  and  Our  first  Home 

In  Beck's  Church  we  were  surrounded  by  family  and  friends 
on  June  30,  1942.  Bishop  Pfohl  and  Rev.  Charles  Parker  officiated  at 
the  ceremony.  Rose  Kapp,  Gladys  Smith  and  Howard  Chadwick 
provided  music.  An  usher,  J.  Calvin  Barnes,  detained  the  guests  in  the 
church  long  enough  for  us  to  get  away  without  the  car  being  touched. 


John  had  been  living  in  the  beautiful  refurbished  Ml  Bethel- 
Willow  Hill  parsonage  one  year  previous  to  our  marriage.  Hie 
Provincial  Board  had  employed  two  Christian  Education  workers  that 
year  to  help  get  the  churches  re-organized.  They  lived  in  the  upstairs 
apartment  at  the  parsonage.  The  afternoon  John  carried  me  across  the 
threshold,  the  two  ladies  were  packed  and  ready  to  leave.  I  have 
remarked  many  times  when  deadlines  for  big  church  projects  came  due, 
that  he  had  expected  me  to  be  two,  people  ever  since.  We  were 
graciously  received  and  we  praised  God  for  the  enthusiastic  interest  of 
youth  and  adults  to  receive  teaching,  preaching,  Bible  study  and  youth 
groups.  Library  and  recreation  times  were  enjoyed  each  week  at  both 
churches,  the  books  and  equipment  made  possible  by  the  women  of 
Home  Moravian  Church. 

Many  Moves  Ahead 

During  the  Christmas  holidays,  1943, 1  resigned  my  teaching 
position  in  Mt.  Airy  schools,  and  we  moved  to  Leaksville,  now  Eden, 
succeeding  Bro.  Ellis  Bullins,  who  entered  the  chaplaincy  and  went 
immediately  to  Germany.  A  lay  minister,  Bro.  Clyde  Davis,  went  to 
Mt  Bethel  and  Willow  Hill.  The  members  at  Leaksville  had  made  the 
parsonage  ready  and  a  teaching  position  became  available  in  weeks. 
We  saw  many  lives  surrendered  to  the  Lord.  Worship  was  very  sincere 
during  the  war  years.  The  young  people  were  loyal  in  remembering  the 
many  members  who  were  serving  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
military.  Never  to  be  forgotten  was  the  service  of  praise  the  day  the 
war  ended.  Before  leaving  Leaksville,  land  was  obtained  for  a  new 
parsonage  and  the  present  Christian  Education  building.  These  people 
were  so  eager  to  learn  and  witness  their  faith. 

Late  one  evening  in  November,  Bishop  Pfohl  telephoned  to 
Leaksville  (after  a  PEC  meeting)  to  request  John  to  call  the  church 
board  together  on  Monday  evening  to  consider  a  proposal  adopted  by 
the  PEC.  The  church  board  was  asked  to  release  John  to  serve  Oak 
Grove,  Providence  and  Fulp  and  Bro.  Joe  Gray  would  come  to 
Leaksville.  Moravian  ministers  were  in  short  supply.  The  proposal 
stated  that  John  was  to  build  up  Oak  Grove  and  Providence  to  full-time 


status  and  Fulp  to  half-time.  He  accepted  the  call  notwithstanding  we 
had  packed  and  moved  three  times  within  three  months.  What  a 
challenge  lay  before  us! 

Just  imagine  you  are  traveling  this  Sunday  schedule  with  us  for 
the  next  three  and  a  half  years:  Oak  Grove  worship  at  9:45  AJM; 
Providence  worship  at  11:00  A.M.;  Fulp  worship  at  3:00  P.M.  on 
alternating  Sundays;  youth  meeting  at  Providence  at  5:00  P.M.;  and 
youth  meeting  at  Oak  Grove  at  6:00  P.M.  On  Wednesday  evening  John 
conducted  Bible  study  and  choir  at  Oak  Grove.  On  Fridays  we  made 
house  calls  at  Providence  and  had  choir  rehearsal  in  the  evening.  We 
attended  circle  meetings  at  all  three  churches  and  held  two-week  Bible 
schools  at  each.  Fulp  Church  was  renovated  and  became  a  preaching 
charge  with  Rural  Hall  at  the  end  of  three  and  a  half  years. 

Oak  Grove  moved  ahead  rapidly  with  architectural  plans  for  a 
completely  new  church  plant.  Within  eighteen  months  after  completion 
of  the  CE  Building  and  fellowship  hall  the  debt  was  liquidated  and  the 
old  building  removed.  Funds  were  put  aside  monthly  toward  the  new 
sanctuary.  By  1952  Providence  Church  had  added  an  addition  to  the 
church  and  completed  a  new  parsonage.  Bro.  George  Chiddie  became 
full-time  pastor  at  Providence  and  John  became  full-time  at  Oak  Grove. 
More  than  100  members  were  received  into  membership  at  Oak  Grove 
during  the  eight-year  pastorate. 

Can  you  believe  the  real  live  Father's  Day  gift  we  received 
June  19,  1949  which  happened  to  be  pulpit  exchange  Sunday  in  the 
Moravian  Church,  South?  This  tiny  babe  named  Mary  Louise  and  her 
mom  remained  at  the  hospital  until  she  weighed  five  and  a  half  pounds 
at  the  end  of  two  weeks.  One  of  the  first  observations  made  by  nurses, 
"What  long  fingers!  You've  given  birth  to  a  musician,"  really  came 
true.  At  four  years  of  age  she  was  asking  the  organist  Violet  Young  to 
explain  to  her  how  the  foot  pedals  worked  when  we  moved  to 
Mayodan. 

In  addition  to  the  two  Sunday  worship  services  and  Sunday 
School,  at  Mayodan  there  was  keen  interest  in  religious  drama  and  the 


young  people  memorized  the  lines  for  three  act  plays  -  seasonal 
observances,  missions,  historical  and  Scriptural.  We  often  drew  and 
painted  the  stage  sets  for  these  plays.  One  of  these,  "Through  Five 
Hundred  Years,"  required  three  stages  and  was  repeated  twice  for 
attentive  audiences.  These  people  were  desirous  of  having  their  own 
church  band  So,  in  addition  to  John's  directing  three  choral  groups  at 
the  church,  he  taught  some  twenty-five  to  play  band  instruments. 
Classes  and  members  worked  all  year  toward  the  annual  mission 
offering.  We  had  the  joy  of  moving  into  the  new  parsonage  and 
securing  the  architect's  plans  for  the  new  CE  building. 

I  started  teaching  again  when  Mary  Lou  started  to  school  and 
completed  the  Master's  Degree  program  at  UNC-G  transferring  from 
Carolina. 

Union  Cross  Church  board  allowed  John  to  take  the  extended 
trip  to  the  Holy  Land  as  he  had  previously  planned  before  moving  from 
Mayodan.  This  was  a  trip  that  made  me  Scripture  come  alive.  Sharing 
the  entire  trip  in  story  and  slides  on  Wednesday  evenings  was  much 
appreciated  by  the  church  and  community. 

We  were  summer  staffers  the  first  year  at  Laurel  Ridge.  In 
addition  to  leading  the  morning  study  group,  we  laid  rock-lined 
walkways,  planted  trees  and  shrubs,  and  undertook  numerous  duties  that 
the  first  year  in  the  new  camp  would  be  something  special  indeed. 

Church  growth  at  Union  Cross  resulted  through  restructuring 
and  additions  to  the  church  program  -  departmentalizing  the  Sunday 
School,  beginning  junior  and  youth  choirs,  creating  a  day  circle,  evening 
Bible  School  classes,  rotation  of  board  members,  two  additional  youth 
groups,  and  a  beginning  band.  Being  a  participating  church  in  the  Billy 
Graham  Crusade  for  the  Kernersville  area  was  a  great  blessing.  It  was 
indeed  a  happy  day  when  attendance  reached  220.  Our  ministry  here 
was  eleven  years. 

March  1,  1971  found  us  moving  into  a  recently  completed 
parsonage  at  Macedonia,  the  only  Moravian  church  in  Davie  County. 


These  were  years  of  building  bridges  of  love  and  seeing  great  landscape 
changes  take  place  around  the  church  when  more  than  200  new  houses 
were  built  and  occupied.  Because  of  this,  strenuous  efforts  were  put 
forth  to  help  newcomer's  understand  church  history  and  customs, 
teaching  catechetical  classes,  creating  new  Sunday  School  classes,  and 
providing  a  recreation  program.  Other  projects  included  the  Macedonia 
Church  history,  quilt,  bazaars,  Life  Style  Stewardship  and  lovefeast 
services  for  the  nursing  home  and  other  groups.  Through  dedicated 
labor,  money  was  given  for  a  new  organ  and  a  significant  amount 
toward  a  new  fellowship  hall,  both  of  which  have  been  realized. 
Through  all  the  years,  John  has  directed  the  choirs  and  bands  and 
performed  church  secretarial  duties  most  of  the  years. 

Upon  reaching  sixty-five  years  of  age  in  1981,  John  chose  to 
retire  and  we  moved  to  our  home  at  Bethania  next  to  his  homeplace. 
We  had  looked  forward  to  getting  back  to  his  home  congregation. 
Since  February  1, 1982  he  had  held  two  services  each  month  at  Willow 
Hill  by  request  of  the  PEC.  He  has  served  as  assistant  to  the  pastor  at 
Bethania  since  1985.  With  the  1992  Synod  he  completed  46  years  of 
service  with  the  Mission  Board,  40  continuous  years  as  secretary.  He 
served  on  Provincial  Music  and  Worship  Committees  for  nine  years  and 
was  liaison  to  Thor  Johnson,  Director,  for  two  Moravian  Music 
Festivals.  Actively  engaged  as  President  of  Bethania  Historical 
Association,  he  supports  projects  to  make  known  the  significance  of 
Bethania  and  the  preservation  of  the  Town  Lot  Related  interests  are 
also  serving  on  Boards  of  Wachovia  Historical  Society  and  the 
Archives. 

I  had  experienced  many  side  effects  from  radiation,  but  the 
final  blow  was  paralysis  of  the  left  vocal  cord  in  1977  that  caused  me 
to  resign  as  Reading  Coordinator  for  Winston-Salem/Forsyth  County 
Schools,  work  that  I  had  especially  enjoyed.  I  served  on  the  committee 
that  organized  both  the  local  and  state  International  Reading 
Associations.  Nominated  by  Fidelis  Gamma  Chapter  of  Alpha  Delta 
Kappa  as  North  Carolina  Woman  of  Distinction,  I  was  so  honored  as 
winner  in  1988. 


John  and  I  were  privileged  to  go  to  Paris  to  hear  Mary  Lou 
play  the  last  organ  recital  presented  in  the  old  St.  George  Cathedral 
(April,  1974)  and  again  in  September,  1976  when  she  was  a  contestant 
nominated  for  finals  in  the  International  Organ  Competition.  She  had 
studied  privately  in  Paris  the  past  two  years  with  the  famed  organist 
Marie  Claire  Alain  after  receiving  her  Master's  Degree  at  Eastman.  We 
are  proud  of  her  and  her  husband  Wade.  He  received  his  Doctorate  in 
piano  performance  from  Eastman  School  of  Music.  Both  are  making 
valuable  contributions  to  the  lives  of  their  students  at  Judson  College. 
Both  have  been  recipients  of  the  Mary  Thompson  Award  for  excellence 
in  teaching.  We  were  made  very  happy  when  they  chose  to  be  married 
on  our  anniversary.  This  is  their  day  also. 

As  we  reflect  upon  these  fifty  years,  we  do  so  with  much 
gratitude;  gratitude  to  God  for  bringing  us  together  and  guiding  our 
paths  of  humble  service,  for  Godly  parents  who  instilled  within  us 
worthy  values  and  goals,  for  the  opportunities  we  have  had  to  serve 
Him  in  many  congregations,  for  the  love  that  has  been  showered  upon 
us  by  the  congregations,  our  families,  and  friends,  and  for  the  joy  of 
seeing  hundreds  of  converts  young  in  faith,  grow  in  wisdom  and  stature 
to  serve  Christ  and  His  church  in  various  capacities. 

We  shall  cherish  this  event  that  has  brought  you  here  to 
fellowship  with  us  today.  You  are  a  treasured  part  of  our  lives.  May 
God  bless  each  of  you. 


John  and  Louise  Kapp 


